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DENTAL COUNCIL OF INDIA

DEKTAL counc, oF Wol (A STATUTORY BODY CONSTITUTED UNDER THE DENTISTS ACT, 1948)
By E-mail /| Website 5
No.DE-230-(Act&Regulations-TCC)-2020/ | 5 ZL, Dated thé L’August, 2020

To
1. The Principal Secretaries (Health) of all State Governments/UT's
2. The Directorates of Medical Education Departments of all State Governments/UT'’s
3

. TheRegistrar of all Affiliating Universities of Dental Colleges
4. _“he Principal of all the Dental Colleges in the Country
. The Registrar of all State Dental Councils/Tribunals in the Country
PUBLIC NOTICE

Sub:  Code of Conduct for Public Officials to comply with WHO ECTC Article 5.3 (to protect pu p__b!lc
health policies from tobacco industry mterferenceL reg. ’

Sir/Madam,

| am directed to refer GOI's letter No.V.12025/68/2020-DE dated 09.07.2020 thereby forwarding a
copy of its O.M. No.P.16012/08/2019-TC dated 04.07.2020 on the subject mentioned above.

In this connection, I am directed to request your goodself to kindly circulate the above stated GOI's
letter (alongwith its enclosures) to all the stakeholders and ensure the strict compliance of enclosed ‘CODE
OF CONDUCT FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS in compliance to Article 5.3 of WHO FCTC"

This issues with the prior approval of the competent authority.

Yours faithfully - -
..\

: ,_,J-" SR
Encl: as above.
ukesh Kumar)

Deputy Secretary
Dental Council of India

Copy for information to:-

Sh. Vidyadhar Jha, Under Secretary to the Gowvt. of India, Ministry of Health & Faniily.WeI.fére
(Dental Education Section), Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi — 110 108 - w.r.t.
GOI's letter No.V.12025/68/2020-DE dated 09.07.2020.

SA—
(Mukesh Kumar)
Deputy Secretary - -

Dental Council of India

CC:

1. The President, Dental Council of India, New Delhi.
2. No.DE-55-2020-EC.29.07.2020-Item N0.6(22).

Qarer-g-onfess armof, ear A, o7€ f&ewit- 110 002 1 Aiwan-E-Ghalib Marg, Kotla Road, New Delhl 110 002
GOITS/Phones : 011-23238542, 23236740 -3®5/E-mail : secy- dm@mc in, YTATEE/Website : www.dciindia. gov. m
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File No.v.12025/68/2020-DE

No.V.12025/68/2020-DE
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
(Dental Education Section)

Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi,
‘Dated the 09™ July, 2020.

The Secretary.

Dental Council of India,
Kotla Road,

New Delhi,

Subject:  Code of Conduct for Public Officials to comply with WHO FCTC
Article 5.3 (to protect public health policies from tobacco industry
interference) - reg.

Sir,
[ am directed to send a copy of this Ministry’s O.M. No.P.16012/08/2019-TC datad
4.7.2020 on the subject mentioned above for taking further necessary action in the matter.

Encl: As above.

Yours faithfully,

(Vidyadhar Jha)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India . -

Tel. 23063068
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s No. P.16012/08/2019-TC v
" -Government of india
R Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
[Tobacco Control Division)

drmanBhawan, New Delhi

‘Datedthe 4th July, 2020
OFFICE MEMORAND

Runject: Code of Conduct for Public Officials tc -+ y with WHO FCTC Article 5.3 (To
protect pudlic health policies from . . industry interference) - reg.
The undersigned is directed to - .o the above subject and to enclose-a copy of the "Code

i Cnrm-, t for Public fnqals_\m Jliance to JAricie 5.3 of WHO FCTC" which says that
; f Indiz z Par e World Health Organization Framework Convention for
’ ’,.:mL i .(\/\'m t—CT(‘ - undertake measures to reduce the demand and supply of tobacco

of t~ + A0 FCTL recommends Parties to protect their tobacco control and public
s G .mmercial and other vested inierasts of the tobacco industry. Further, WHG -
rC:T‘ ss~,u°d o

.ines for compliance with this Article. Now, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
23 davelops  .€ Code of Conduct for Public Officials which includes a comprehens:ve protocol to
amal with -, inferaction with tobacco industry or its representative. This code of conduct shall apply
o ahth uc&a's of Mlmstry of Health and Family Welfare, its Departments and all the autonomous
ine* .. s and Offices under its jurisdiction and to any person acting on their behalf.
- The key features of the Code of Conduct are as follows;

« Interactions (if any) with the tobacco industry shall be conducted transparentiy as per the
guidelines annexed to the Code of Conduct. '

+ No person shall direétly or indirectly accept, support or endorse any partnership with .and
e ___contribution from tobacco industry. In case of any existing partnership, agreement or
collaboration with the tobacco industry, should be discontinued within 30 days.

« Officials shall ensure that no person employed by the tobacco industry or any entity working
to further its interests and no person shall accept payments, gifts or services, monetary or in-
kind, from the tobacco industry.

« I any violation of the Code of Conduct is observed, the same may be brought to the notice"
through written-co'nmunication addressed to Director (Tebacco Control), MoHFW .

. Atlis.therefore,. requested: ihat the. " Code of Conduct" as enclosed may be brought to the notlce
of axl the ‘DivisioRs arid the'instititions7atitsnomeous bodies under MoHFW for e‘fectlve compl iance.

5. This issues with the approval of .Competent Authority.

. Encl:/As above : M&ﬁjﬂ
‘f‘;m/-‘ \/ /\ )g(_?écm) _ ' .(Pradip;«Kumar.Pal)

;“’/“‘ ‘ Under Secretary to the Government of India
D SY Tel: 011-23063019
a / v’\\év\

\ 1. Secretary, DHR & DG(ICMR), Ministry of Health Family Welfare New Delhi.
W 2. Director General of Health Services, Mlmstry of Health & Famlly Welfare, New Delhi.

\*\ /3. OSD(SP)/JS(MAYJIS(VS)JIS(SSHIS(SKIIS(LAYIS(MKBYIS(AS /Js/r\JV)/JS(RS)/JS(GM)/JS(
PP/ JS(VI)/IS(PS)EAINSVEA(AK)/CCAIDG(Stats)/CD(Stats)/Dir. (NHM-Finance)/ Dir.(CGHS).

’\A\W )/ /?g/}/“( xv
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1.

Bockground

1.1

1.4

. Tobacco use is the leodmg causé of preventable: death cnd kllls hclf of lfs users
prematurely’’. Tobacco use is also a key risk factor for major group of Non-
communicable diseases™— cardiovascular disease, cancer, chronic respiratory

disease, diabetes— and other diseases including tuberculosis.and neurological.

disorders. About 14% of all NCDs deaths among adults aged 30 years and
‘over ore aftributable to tobacco®. Globally it kills more than 80 lakh (8 million)
people o year. More thon 70 lakh (7 million) of those deaths are the result of
direct tobacco use while around 12 lakh (1.2 million) are the result of non-
smokers being exposed to second-hand smoke". Tobacco users who die

prematurely deprive their families of income, raise the cost of healthcare and
hinder economic development..

In India, each year over 13 lakh (1.3 million) deaths can be attributed to
tobocco use”. The octions needed to avert these preventable deaths are
outlined in the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHQO FCTC), which is an evidence-based treaty ond -enlisis key
demand and supply reduction strategies fortobacco-control. The Government
of India has signed and ratified the WHQ FCTCand is now a party to it along

with 181 nations™ and hence is obligated to take 'systematic steps towards
implementation ofthe WHO FCTC.

The preamble to. WHO FCTC® recognizes that-countries “need fo-be alert to
any efforts by the tobacco Industry to undermine or subvert tobacco control
efforts and need 1o be informed of activities of tobacco indystry that hove
negotive impact ontobacco efforts”.

Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC provides the Parties to develop, implement,

‘periodically update and review comprehensive multisectorol national tobacco

control sirategies, plans and programmes. In sefting and implementing their

public health policies with respect to tobacco control, Parties shall -act to

profect these policies from commercial ‘and other vested. m’feres’rs of the
’robocco mdusiry in accordance with national law. Guidelines™ of the Article

thot occur.

arfies should establish: measuresiolimit mterocﬂons_.}____; SRR
with the tobacco industry and -ensure the transparency -of those mteroc’nons




Purpose

The purpose of these guidelin’es i+*o protect fobacco control policies and programmes
from commercial and other ve+2d interests of tobacco industry.

[

Scope
This Code of Cord' <t shall apply to all the Officials of Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare, 1ts Der ariments and aoll the autonormous institufions and Offices under. its
jurisdiction and®. any person acting on their behalf.

Defiiiiion ot lerms

@]

“Tobacco Indus?ry (T shall maan orjerisations, entities, assoc:ziions,

individuzls and others wiw work for o+ s+ pehalf of tobacco manutacture . -
who" salers, Ciziouiues, importers ~! tuoacco products, growers, and other.

Jwviduals or orgaiisations inat - ofk 10 further the interests of the tobacco,
such as front groups and refaile

For the puroose of these ¢. rwhnes, it shall also include any orgu.:sations,
-ermhes,c:s.»:n.muons,mcJ .als and others involved ine-cigarettes, as defined

in the Pronibition o? . .ronlc Cigarettes- (Produc‘non, Manufacture, Import,
Export, Trarsport, %ot Dus’rrlbuhon Storage and Adverhsemen’r) Act, 2019.

o. “Tobucco industry Interference” (Tl) shall mean a broad array of ch’ncs and
svategies used directly or indirectly by the tobacco industry to mferfere with the

sefting and implementation of public health policies with respec’f to tobacco
conirol.

Interaction with Tobacco Industry

5.1 Officials~ ohd employees of Ministry of Health and Family: '\/\/élfore',"'--i

: Deporfmenfs -and all- the autonomous institutions and Offices ‘under its
“jurisdiction and o ‘any person acting on their behalf shall interact with the
tobacco industry only when and to the extent strictly necessary to enable them to

effectively regulate, supervise or control the tobacco indystry cnd fhelr
products.

572 When interactions with the tobacco industry are necessary, such shall be
conducted transparently and in such o manner that precludes the creation of

any perception or impression of o real or po’ren’nol pcrtnershup or coopercmon
resulting from or on account of suchinteraction.

5.3  The guidelines to be observed when interacling with tobacco industry are set
forth in details in Annexure.

" tkimy
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5. Pcnmershapcdeor*’rr. dflOﬂ

61 Officials and employees of Mlnlsfr " O‘c Hecl’rh and r'C“T"l‘/ Welfare, its
Departments ond all the autonomous “nstitutions ond Offices under its
jurisdiction and fo any person acfing on - heir behalf shall not directly or
indirectly accept, support or endorse;

6.1.1 any potential or real partnerships and non-b. .Jing or non- Dmor":»cble
agreements as well as any voluntory arrange.™ent with the tobocco
industry or any entity or front groups or person wixting fo further its -
interests.

6.1.2 the tobacco industry organizing, promoring. parficipz, 7g in, or
nerforming, youth, public education or any ininani /=2 *he b cre directly or
inairccey related to tobacco control or their o7 /brond
Aame/traderc %

6.1.3 " any position paper or policy 'instrurr'\'ent drdﬂed by-or in collaboration
with tobocco industfy nr anvorgonizeioi o 2t '%7g as atrorit group of Tl

5.2 In cose of any existing partne.ship, ogreement ‘or collaborziis., with the
tobacco industry, should be discontinved within 30 doys. ‘

7. Conflict of Interest

71 - Officials shall ensure that no person employed by 1< touscco industry or any
entity working to further its interests be a member of ony govarnment body,
committee or advisory group that sets or implements tobacco cort ! or public
health policy.

}J
]

The Department should not award contracts for carrying out any work related to
seffing ond implementing public health policies with respect to tobacco control
to_condidates or fenderers who “have conflict of interest “with established
tobc;co com‘rol pohcnes

7.3 Officials cmd employees of Mlms’rry of Health and chlly Weltare, its
" Departments ond all ‘the cu’ronomous msh’ru’nons and Offices under its
jurisdiction and to any person acting-on their behalf shall not accept payments,

gifts or services, monetary or in-kind, from the’robcccomdustry

8. Reporting of Viol c:"ﬂ on

If any violation is observed, the same may be brought 4 fo the notice through written
communication addressed to Director (Tobccco Control), MoHFW

[\



ANNEXURE

Guidelines to be observed when interacting with

.

o

d.

—-

tobacco industry

Any proposed inferoction ‘with the tobacco industry must be known to all officials
concerned, and approved by competent authority not below the rank of Joint Secretary
in case of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, its Departments and Head of the
auionomous institutions and Ofncns under its jurisdiction and o any person acting on’
their behalf.

The agendo of the proposed interaction shall be set in writing and at least a week in
advance and should be approved by competent authority not below the rank of Joint
Secretary in case of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, its Departments and Head of
the autonomous institutions and Offices under its jurisdiction and to any.person acting

on their behalf. Officials must sirictly odhere to the agenda and s’rruc’rure of the
inferaction. . -

Befors the meeting, it must be clarified that such interaction does not imply partnership,
dialogue and collaboration and it must be indicated to the Tobacco Industry that ’rhey
will not mischaracterise Amisuse the nature of the meeting.

The participants in the interaction must be pre-determined, all the details including

names and designation must be fully disclosed and recorded in the minutes‘of the
interaction.

Officials must make the interoction brief, and shall at all times and strictly maintain their
rignt to ferminate the interaction at any point.

The interaction shall strictly be held ot the premises of the Departments office. Any
interaction outside the premises is strictly prohibited.

In all such meeting, the officials shall look out for the welfare of the public by prioritizing
the importance of public health.

All interaction with the tobacco industry must be recorded / documom‘ed and off:cml

mmufes mus’r be prepcred by the officials.

[1) https:/rwww who int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/tobacco
{2)WHO Reportonthe Global Tobacco Epidemic, 2019. Geneva; World Health Organization; 2019.
[3}WHO Global Report: Mortality attributable to tobacco, 2012

(4] Ministry of HezIth and Family Welfare, Government of india. Global Adult Tobacco Survey GATS 2India 2016-17
[5)https:/fwwwwho.int/fctc/en/

[6] https://apps.who.inViris/bitstream/handle/10665/42811/9241591013.pdf ?sequence=1
{7) httos:/fapns.who.ntinisibitstream/handle/10665/80510/9789241505185_eng, pdf,jsessionid= 5BF8675B629266E42 C08DB4DF71117FA7sequenc=—1
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